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Rousing finale to Dubai seminar 
Great fun and a huge success was the unanimous opinion of 
the DaTARIUS-sponsored gala dinner party following 
December’s IMTS (International Media Technology Seminar). 
Many guests had enjoyed three intensive days of 
presentations – both at the IMTS, organized by Optical Disc 
Group, Middle East representative of STEAG HamaTech and 
DaTARIUS, and at the earlier at Optical Disc Systems’ MERM 

+DS – Middle East Recording Media + DVD Summit – 
had a chance to relax and enjoy themselves. 

“It was a great evening,” says Reza Shaybani of Optical 
Disc Group, who organized the dinner. We had over 100 
VIPs from throughout the industry – customers, 
suppliers, colleagues, competitors, and the group gelled 
wonderfully. We have had so many emails from people 
who said how much they enjoyed the evening. 

“Everyone has said how very much they appreciated the opportunity to meet with and 
talk to people they may once have considered as competition and who they are now 
establishing a working relationship with! To me, helping all these people from 
throughout the Middle East market come together and start to share professionally 
sums up the success of the event. ” 

The dinner took place at the Al-Qasar Fort Island, part of the Jumeirah International 
resort, with a lavish buffet meal specially prepared for the occasion. There was to have 
been a five-piece classical music ensemble but, due to fact that Dubai was still 
observing a 40-day period of mourning following the veteran President of the United 
Arab Emirates, 86-year-old Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan al-Nahyan, there was no music 
permitted at the outdoor resort. 

In place of the planned entertainment, therefore, the guests 
were treated to an impromptu cabaret consisting of a double 
act with Reza Shaybani and Thomas Hackl, Chief Commercial 
Officer of DaTARIUS. The pair circulated around every table 
in between courses, giving red roses to the women, and 
making off-the-cuff remarks to the VIP guests. Client, 
supplier, competitor and colleague alike all responded with 

great hilarity to joking comments aimed at them, and the newly-created comic act was 
greeting with rousing applause. 

Following the dinner, guests were taken in gondolas around the island to round up an 
evening of good food and good fun. 
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“The dinner was a very pleasant end to a very successful and well-attended 
conference,” says Dr Stefan Reineck, CEO of STEAG HamaTech. “The numbers of 
people both in the presentations and at the evening event highlight the dynamic nature 
of this diverse and growing region.” 
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The Middle East is a very wide-ranging and disparate market, but the real growth would 
appear to be in Iran, as evidence by the fact that nearly half of the guests were 
executives from Iranian companies. 

”We were delighted with the result of the hard 
work that went into organizing this dinner,” 
says James Steynor, DaTARIUS CEO. “The 
team at Optical Disc Group did a wonderful 
job – even down to providing entertainment. 
The entire evening was a great opportunity 
for people to socialize and network with 
others involved in this vibrant and exciting 
market.”  
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Editor’s notes: 

DaTARIUS is a world-leading supplier of test equipment, not only proving the quali y of media 
but helping to improve quality through comprehensive products and services that embrace 
process optimization. 
DaTARIUS produces quality control systems for all formats: pre-recorded, recordable, and 
rewritable, and its revolutionary DaTABANK™ technology is fully enabled for BD and HD-DVD 
testing
While DaTARIUS test systems come under the general heading of measu ing equipment, 
incorpora ing Analyzers and Evaluators, the product family extends into two further areas: 
process optimization, with the MF DisCo tempera ure optimization system and Universal Sprue 
Recycler; and inspection, with print label, disc orientation and Ident code validation. 
DaTARIUS also offers extensive training through its service centres worldwide. For the last 20 
years the company has been at the forefront of this technology and it is fully committed to the 
future of its customers.  
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